The Meaning of Miracles
(Note John 20:30-31)

What did ‘Speaking in Tongues’ signify to the Jews?

First Occurrence: Acts 2:1-12

Note:

Acts 2:8: “we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? (KJV)


“each of us hears them in his own native language.” (NIV)

Acts 2:11: “we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.” (KJV)


“we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" (NIV)

Acts 2:12: And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? (KJV)

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" (NIV)

Note: Amazed! Perplexed! In doubt! Why?

Question: What does this mean?

Answer: 1 Corinthians 14:22!

Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not. (KJV)

Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers. (NIV)
Note: KJV better; it a sign to people who may believe in God/Jesus but who have some of what they believe incorrect or do not believe some particular truth.
The Situation: That being the case, we can well imagine the reaction of the devote, Jewish believers on the Day of Pentecost! How were they unbelievers? What didn’t they believe?

Acts 2:22-23: “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.”

The History of Tongues

Deuteronomy 28:15,49

However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you ... The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a nation whose language (tongue, KJV) you will not understand.

Isaiah 28:11-12:  Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues God will speak to this people, to whom he said, "This is the resting place, let the weary rest"; and, "This is the place of repose" - but they would not listen.
Isaiah 33:14,19: The sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling grips the godless … You will see those arrogant people no more, those people of an obscure speech, with their strange, incomprehensible tongue.

These words, addressed to the Northern Kingdom who were not worshipping the Lord as they should or keeping His commandments, refer to the Assyrians and their language. The Assyrians conquered and captured the Northern Kingdom and took them into exile.

Tongues: A language of heaven?
One rule of interpretation is that one should always interpret the unclear but the clear, one should always supply missing details from other passages which give the details.

Acts 10:39-46: note v 45-46; “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.  They heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.”
Question: If tongues are a sign for unbelievers … what was it the Jewish Christians did not believe? (Acts 10:45 may have the answer; see also Acts 11:19-22.)

Question: What language did the Gentiles speak in? Why were the Jewish Christians astonished?
Acts 19:1-7: What was it that these Jewish Christians did not believe? What languages did they speak in?
Note: These languages, say some, are not the same as those of Acts 2, but are “angelic / heavenly languages” or “tongues of religious ecstasy”.
Angelic / heavenly languages?

1 Corinthians 13:1: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
Note: The ‘if’ of hypothesis. (Appendix 118:1b of The Companion Bible: Greek ean followed by the subjunctive mood; a possibly which the future would determine; thus Paul had not, up to that time, spoken in the tongues of angels.
Tongues of Religious Ecstasy
Questions: What are these? And how would the Jews have reacted to them?

Tongues used by priestess in the temple of Delphi.

Tongues in the pagan Greek temples.
Tongues in Hinduism …
Sufism (Islamic Mysticism) …
European (Catholic) mysticism of the 14th Century (e.g. The Cloud of Unknowing)

American Indians, dancing round the fire.

Early Mormons

Irvingites – forerunners of JWs

Welsh revival
Pentecostals

Charismatics

How to speak in tongues of Religious Ecstasy?
Exhilaration / excitement / elation / high spirits 
Or relaxation – self-induced trance; self- hypnosis
Often results in the same sounds being said time and time again.
“In order to speak in tongues, you have to quit praying in English … You simply lapse into silence … Your thoughts are focused on Christ … You take no thought of what you are saying. As far as you are concerned it is just a series of sounds.”

“Take a short word, preferably of one syllable … Like ‘God’ or ‘Love’ and fix this word fast to your heart, so that it is always there, come what may.”

“Repeat the word ‘one’ over and over again.”

“Keep saying ‘Jesus’, over and over.”
“Keep saying ‘Krishna’ over and over again.”

“Keep repeating ‘Lord’ over and over and over.”

(George Harrisons ‘My sweet Lord referred to Hare Krishna.)
“The methods used trying to achieve such union include meditation, contemplation and the tireless repetition of one or another of Allah’s names … Its purpose is to induce a trance ... some use rapid rotating dances to enter a trance, and are sometimes called ‘whirling dervishes’.”

Questions: 
Is this Satanic? No!

Is it wrong?

Tongues are for private prayer?

If so, how can they be a sign of unbelief?

Note: 1 Corinthians 14:13: The man who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says. (Note verse 16 and see also 1 Corinthians 14:5)

See also the role / need of those who could interpret: 1 Corinthians 12:10 & 1 Corinthians 12:30.

And note 1 Corinthians 14:22-25. No interpreters!
Note: 1 Corinthians 14:14-15: If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit; but I will also pray with my mind.”

Two points.

Note: The ‘if’ of hypothesis. (Appendix 118:1b of The Companion Bible: Greek ean followed by the subjunctive mood; a possibly which the future would determine; thus Paul had not, up to that time, prayed in tongues.

Note 2: “I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind” implies these actions are concurrent (i.e. at the same time; i.e. I will pray in my normal language). They are not sequential; i.e. it does not mean that sometime pray in unintelligible tongues and sometimes in normal language. 
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Fore more on this subject, see the chapter dealing with Tongues in 

The Miracles of the Apostles. ($12.00)
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